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WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY:

Alinka Angelova

Land
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We acknowledge that this theatre and
our beautiful city is situated on the
traditional lands of the Anishnaabeg,
including the Odawa, Ojibwe (also
known as the Chippewas) and
Potawatomi Nations, collectively
known as the Three Fires Confederacy.
Lake Simcoe and Kempenfelt Bay are
part of the Upper Canada Treaties,
and the City of Barrie is part of
both Treaty 16, signed in 1815, and
Treaty 18, signed in 1818. Today, this
meeting place is still the home to many
Indigenous people from across Turtle
Island and we are grateful to have the
opportunity to work on this land.

Artistic
DIRECTOR’
S NOTE
Hello and welcome (back) to the theatre!
It is such a gift to have you here as we
unveil the result of over two years of
incredible and rewarding years of work
bringing this project to life. Originally
slated for our 2020 season, The Lost
Heroes of Oro comes to you now, during
Black History Month no less, at a stage
where we are ready for it to be seen and for our community to help steer the
direction of this important production.
What you will see today has been crafted
by an incredible group of artists. I want
to thank our fearless leader, Alinka
Angelova, for her dedication to this
project. She is a force within our local
creative community, and seeing the
strength and energy she has brought to
this production has been remarkable.
Supporting her throughout this process
has also been an amazing team.

continues ...

Artistic
DIRECTOR’
S NOTE
...continued
My deepest thanks to Music Director
Robert Chambers, Dramaturg Myekah
Payne, and Associate Producers Sean
George and Patricia Hammond for their
work bringing the piece to this point.
Alongside, of course, all of the wonderful
artists whose enthusiasm, patience,
and dedication to this work has been
deeply appreciated.
But, dear audience, know that this is
just the beginning. Such a significant
local story deserves the time it needs to
blossom into its richest self. Musicals can
often be developed and workshopped
for more than five years before they are
produced on the biggest stages. Having
the chance to get feedback from you is
going to help propel The Lost Heroes of
Oro into the next phase of its life. So for
that, we say: thank you.

continues ...

Artistic
DIRECTOR’
S NOTE
...continued
If you are interested in supporting this
work further, or helping to ensure that
Theatre by the Bay can explore and
share local stories through live theatre,
please consider making a donation
or becoming a member. As we look
beyond the pandemic, financial support
from the community is essential for our
organizational health and growth in the
coming years.
I hope you enjoy this
rendition of The Lost
Heroes of Oro.
Sincerely,
Iain

Creator’
s
NOTE
Dear Audience,
Thank you for helping to make history
in Barrie Ontario, as this will be the first
black musical performance in Simcoe
County. Researching, creating and
developing, The Lost Heroes of Oro, is
definitely a newfound highlight of my
life. Not only did I learn more about
the Oro Methodist Episcopal Church
(a significant building that I had no idea
about growing up as a Barrie resident),
but I also met some incredible people
(cast and crew), that I will remember for
a lifetime.
continues ...

Creator’
s
NOTE
...continued
Building this story through research
and filling in the blanks as a writer,
is an experience beyond my
expectations that I can only attribute
to Theatre by the Bay’s Iain Moggach
himself for trusting me with the
creation of this project. My hope for
this production is that it will draw
people closer to the significance of
the Oro Methodist Episcopal
Church and to one of our
black Canadian heroes,
Richard Pierpoint.
I hope you enjoy
the show!
Alinka Angelova-May

Black History
MONTH NOTE
A CHURCH, A COMMUNITY,
AND BLACK HISTORY

In the absence of an audience,
“I will
write down my story so that it
waits like a restful beast with lungs
breathing and heart beating.
Lawrence Hill, The Book of Negroes.

”

Between 1819 and 1831, Black settlement
along Wilberforce Street, located along the
west side of Concession 2 in Oro Township,
was sponsored by the government of
Upper Canada. Settlement occurred in
two waves, from 1819-1826 and from
1828-1831.
Eleven of the men who settled along
Wilberforce Street had served in the
military during the War of 1812. Of the
others, eight were living in Upper Canada
during the War. Only 19 actually applied
for a location ticket, and only eight of these
actually settled their lots.

continues ...

Black History
MONTH NOTE
...continued
These lots were allocated for services
rendered as soldiers in the War of 1812.
The Wilberforce Street lots became
home to about 60 Black settlers and their
families, with a population of approximately
100 people. In 1838, Rev. Ari Raymond,
a graduate of Oberlin College and an
abolitionist, was sent to minister to the
Black population of Oro Township. In 1849,
he helped the community to build the
African Methodist Episcopal Church near
Edgar. The first Black minister was Rev.
R.S.W. Sorrick, who served until 1847.
The work of keeping the African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Oro (now a national
historic site) alive to many generations, has
been an active vision of both black and
white community members. These bonds
make inclusion for all, an important part of
Simcoe County.

Written by Co-Producer Sean George
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This season, we’re presenting a brand
new filmed theatre education series

FEATURING:
PHILIP AKIN
JOANNA FALCK
PAUL FUJIMOTO-PIHL
BRAIN QUIRT
SIOBHAN RICHARDSON
LORENZO SAVOINI
MICHELLE YAGI

COMING SOON

www.theatrebythebay.com/tmc

THE
CAST

REHEARSAL IMAGES ONLY. USED WITH PERMISSION.

(he/him)

Connor
JESSO

Master Billy and others

Connor has studied acting and singing
in Brockville, Ontario and Sligo,
Ireland and is the co-founder of “Black
Cat Theatre Company”, a Barrie
local theatre group. Recent credits
include Oh Canada Eh? Dinner Show!
(Canadiana Productions) and Home
for the Holidays (Black Cat Theatre
Company). He is thrilled to be part of
his third production with Theatre by
the Bay.
Telling this story with the amazing
artists he has worked with is something
Connor is beyond proud to share.
Thank you Alinka, Robert, Daniel and
the whole cast for creating such a
wonderful atmosphere to grow in.

(he/him)

Shaquille
POTTINGER
Undae

Shaquille is an actor who hails
from many places across this vast
continent, but distinctly caught the
acting bug in Barrie, Ontario. His
mother would like you to know that
he is a Theatre and Drama Studies
graduate from the University of
Toronto and Sheridan College.
Now a denizen of Toronto, Shaquille
has been doing his best to keep
busy, appearing in various theatre
productions, workshops, and short
films. When he isn’t acting, Shaquille
also enjoys writing, singing, and
daydreaming about food.

(she/her)

Kudakwashe
RUTENDO
Nyota/Sadie

Kudakwashe Rutendo is an actor and
singer based in Toronto. She has been
taking part of theatre productions for
over eight years, though Lost Heroes
of Oro is her first original production—
something of which she is incredibly
grateful for.
When not on stage or behind the
camera, she can be identified by
her compulsive singing of any and
all musicals. She hopes you enjoy
the show.

(she/her)

Shelly
SKINNER

Rumi/Chantelle

Shelly Skinner is a local activist working
as a catalyst for social change. In 2020,
during a global pandemic and at the
height of Black Lives Matter protests,
Shelly founded UPlift Black, a social
impact agency working to achieve
true equity through a conscious and
UPlifted community.
Before fighting the good fight,
Shelly Skinner dreamed of a life as
a Performing Artist.
continues ...

(she/her)

Shelly
SKINNER

Rumi/Chantelle

...continued
Throughout the years Shelly has
been involved in multidisciplinary
artistic opportunities but her first
love has always been musical theatre,
combining her passion for live theatre,
singing, acting and dancing.
This triple threat is also the lead singer
of the funk band “The Kitchen Sink”
and is honoured to be cast in the
first all Black production of “The Lost
Heroes of Oro.”

(he/they)

Brent
CAMPBELL

Choir Member

Brent is grateful for being able to
continue living his dream alongside
this wonderful project. He is currently
involved in Moving Art’s Triple Threat
Program and has worked with Alinka
in some of her previous work.
He writes his own music and is
striving for a theatre career postsecondary. He would like to thank the
folks at Theatre by the Bay and Alinka
Angelova herself for the amazing
opportunities that encouraged his
development as an artist.

(she/her)

Brooklyn
CHENARD
Choir Member

Brooklyn Chenard is a 17 year old
Canadian artist who loves performing.
She has performed in Musicals with
Moving Art, Drayton Entertainment,
South Simcoe Theatre, Infinity Arts
Productions and Talk is Free Theatre
as well as virtual performances with
Moving Art, Drayton Entertainment,
and Kempenfelt Community Players,
and recently performed in a short
film by with Grace Productions.
continues ...

(she/her)

Brooklyn
CHENARD
Choir Member

...continued
Brooklyn is trained in dance, music,
vocal, and acting and has earned high
achievements on several dance, and
vocal exams, and earned awards at
dance competitions, stand out awards
at dance conventions, vocal awards
at the Barrie Music Festival, awards
in Public speaking, and scholarships
in the performing arts. On top of
performing Brooklyn also enjoys
teaching, choreographing, writing
and trains several hours a week.

(she/her)

Ryley
LLOYD

Choir Member

Ryley is a 17 year old performer
currently residing in Barrie, ON. While
growing up, she loved theatrical
performances and always wanted to
be a part of them.
Aside from performing, she enjoys
painting, singing, volunteering where
she can. Her credits include: “A
Modern Cinderella,” “Hairspray,”
“High School Musical,” “Mute The
Musical,” and “Below.”

(she/her)

Tia
NANNINGA
Choir Member

Tia is thrilled to be a part of Lost
Heroes of Oro!. Tia trains with Infinity
Performing Arts Studio (IPAS) and
Barrie Music School. She is one of
the main cast of an upcoming kids TV
series called “Nino and his Shadow”
scheduled for Fall 2022.
Tia has also completed Leadership &
Media Production training with EPIC
Generation and has been part of their
multiple TV & digital episodes. She
enjoys singing, song writing, digital
media production and swimming in
her spare time.

(he/him)

Obiora
OKONKWO
Choir Member

Obiora was born and bred in Lagos,
Nigeria, West Africa. He loves singing
and started singing from the age of 7
(in church). He moved to Canada with
his family about three years ago and
he is glad he made the decision.

(she/her)

Jillian
RUSSELL

Choir Member

Jillian was born and raised in Jamaica.
She migrated to Canada to study with
plans to travel and teach English as
a second language in Japan. She got
married in college and is now a mother
to two children.
She currently works as a Resource
Consultant supporting children with
diverse needs and their families, and
is also a member of the Hiway Church
Community where she serves on the
Worship Team and the prayer ministry.

Cast

(Not Pictured)

Richard
BROWN

Old Richard

Julian
MIGNOTT

Young Richard

Production
TEAM

(he/him)

Sean
GEORGE

Co-Producer

Sean George is an artist, art educator,
and cultural worker. He was born in
Brooklyn, NY, and has lived in Trinidad
and Tobago, Los Angeles, Vancouver,
Toronto and Barrie. He presently
divides his time between the semirural community of Long Sault, and
Barrie,Ontario.
He is interested in the intersection
between community, art, identity, and
transformation. He believes culture can
raise awareness of most topics, whilst
it can be alienating.
continues ...

(he/him)

Sean
GEORGE

Co-Producer

...continued
In the pursuit of art, George
harnesses community dialogue,
research, experience, and aesthetics,
to create work that enables him to
build his understanding of the world
he inhabits.
George is a multi-disciplinary artist,
he utilizes photography, writing,
installation, drawing, and performance.
George’s work challenges the status
quo, whilst aligning with the elements
of art and design.

(she/her)

PJ
HAMMOND
Co-Producer

PJ is a graduate of the performance
program at George Brown College.
She is a past president of the Alumnae
Theatre Company, where she practiced
theatre for 15 years. She is an actor,
director and producer. In fact, there
is no job in theatre that she does not
enjoy, even hand sewing costumes in
the basement if that’s what is needed.
PJ has been the administrator for
Theatre by the Bay since 2018, and
she doesn’t plan on going anywhere!
Thank you to Iain, Sean and Alinka for
all their dedication.

(she/her)

Alinka
ANGELOVA
Creator & Director

Long time Barrie resident, Alinka
Angelova’s talent for Writing,
Directing, and Performing, all came
to light at a very young age. Little did
she know, her natural talent of creating
would end up being her ultimate
career passion in life.
Including The Lost Heroes of Oro,
she has written and directed other
musicals such as, Mute the Musical, At
Last, Running Back to You, Below, The
Magarks (Feature Film) and she still
has more to come. More than anything
else she is thankful to Theatre by the
Bay for trusting her with the creation
of this exciting production.

(she/her)

Rochelle
REYNOLDS
Production Manager
& Film Director

Rochelle (M.A., B.F.A.) is a certified
Swiss Army knife whose skills and
experience has provided her with
many meaningful opportunities in a
variety of roles both in theatre and
film creation. She is incredibly proud
of this production and considers
it the highlight of her tenure with
Theatre by the Bay thus far.
Thank you to each and every cast and
crew member for making her (many)
jobs far more fun and rewarding than
she could have imagined. Blessings
and honour to you!

(he/him)

Daniel
AUSTIN-BOYD
Stage Manager

Daniel Austin-Boyd is an Ontario based
stage manager. This is his second
production with Theatre by the Bay,
after working on Caribou Cave/Caverne
Des Caribous back in 2019. Other
recent credits include The Quarantine
Plays with Artists in Residence, and
One Night at the Caminos Festival with
Other HeArts.
Daniel would like to thank the entire
cast and crew for their hard work and
dedication, and for making this show
such a wonderful experience to watch
and to work on.

(she/her)

Shania
SCOTT

Assistant Stage Manager

Shania is a 17 year old student
with a passion for theatre. She
loves doing behind-the-scenes
work such as lighting, sound, and
making sure everything during the
event runs smoothly.
She has learned many skills that
she looks forward to using in her
future experiences with theatre
productions.

(he/him)

Robert
CHAMBERS
Music Director
& Composer

“Masterful!” “Effortless!” “Talented!”
“Gifted!” These are a few of the words
used to describe Pianist, Producer,
Composer, Author and Creator of the
Revolutionary “Any Key Music System”
(www.anykeymusic.com); a program
teaching individuals how to “Master
The Art of Playing Piano By Ear in 1
Year”, Robert Chambers.
Without any formal training, he’s been
playing piano since the age of 3 and
publicly since the age of 7. Whether
it’s Gospel, Jazz, R & B, Reggae,
Classical, Pop, Country, Latin, you
name the style, if he hears it, he can
play it.
continues ...

(he/him)

Robert
CHAMBERS
Music Director
& Composer

...continued
Recognized as one of the premier
gospel pianist internationally, he is
often considered to sounding like
Oscar Peterson and as entertaining
as Victor Borge. He has composed
and arranged musical scores for many
theatrical productions.

(she/her)

Tyanna
CHAMBERS
Choreographer

Tyanna is a 19 year old dancer and has
developed many years of experience.
Her dance highlights include various
performances in “Culture Shows,” her
high-schools own “We Were HereSpring Dance Showcase,” performing
around Toronto with dance ensembles,
and much more.
Tyanna has choreographed many
numbers and even musicals including
the original musical Below by Alinka
Angelova. She is currently teaching at
Infinity Performing Arts Studio from
ages 4-17. She was a mentor for Big
Brothers and Big Sisters of Peel and
received the Ted Rogers Scholarship
award to continue her studies post
secondary for filmmaking.

(she/her)

Vera
OLEYNIKOVA
Set & Lighting Designer

Vera Oleynikova is a recent graduate
of York University’s Theatre
Production and Design BFA program.
She is thrilled to be returning to
Theatre by the Bay as a set designer,
after having worked for them as a
props master for several seasons.
She is equally thrilled to be trying
her hand at lighting designing for the
first time, and would like to thank her
lighting mentor Jonathan Killing and
Theatre by the Bay for making this
opportunity possible.

(she/her)

Brenda
THOMPSON
Costume & Props

Brenda is thrilled to have the
opportunity to create for TBTB during
these pandemic times. What an
innovative group. Over the last 15
years Brenda has been set designer,
props master and costumer for TBTB.
She would like to thank the production
team for their flexibility on making
these two shows happen. Big thanks to
Barry for his patience and making sure
his wife was fed.

(he/him)

Jonathan
KILLING

Lighting Mentor

Jonathan Killing has been a part
of over 50 productions in various
theatres across Ontario. His passion
is lighting, but he has also been
involved with sound, set, props, stage
management, and generally anything
that doesn’t involve actually stepping
on stage.
He is excited to be working with
Theatre by the Bay for the first time
on this production.

(he/him)

Thomas
STUBBINGTON
Director of Photography
& Camera Operator

Born and raised in Collingwood,
Thomas strives to always be improving
at his craft, creating images that leave
an lasting impression.
His passion for cinematography is a
forefront for his ethic to always be
learning and always delivering visuals
to remember.

(he/him)

Alexander
CIPRIAN
Camera Operator

For Alex, it all started with a camera
and a dream. He got started
in video by making silly sketch
comedy. He never got famous,
but what he did gain from that
experience was the ability to tell
compelling stories with video.
He is the type of person that can
watch one great video and have it
change his life forever. He wants the
viewer to feel the same about every
piece of video content he creates.

(she/her)

Gill
WEBSTER

Camera Operator

Gill is sixteen years old, attending
Eastview Secondary School. She is
happy to be part of the film crew for
this production. She has also worked
with TBTB during their summer 2021
productions, as well as, KCP’s “All
Together Now.”
She is a member of a youth arts
council called SPARC, which helps
rural youth further their careers in
the arts. Gill plans to work in film
production after high school.

(he/him)

Khaleel
GANDHI

Editor

Khaleel is an interdisciplinary artist
who has an Honours B.A. in Theatre,
Film and Multimedia Studies from
McMaster University. Hailing from
Collingwood, he has participated in
many artistic projects over his career
and continues to pursue his own
mixed media creation.
Khaleel is now on board for his fourth
season with Theatre by the Bay and
he’s deeply grateful to Iain and the
team for providing him the chance to
mix the best of both film and theatre.
Many thanks to his team, his partner
Amélie, and his family for their neverending support.

(he/him)

Connory
BALLANTYNE
Sound Designer

Connory Ballantyne is a multi-disciplinary
creative director, producer, designer, and
artist with a focus on exploratory visual
work & atmospheric, textural musical
production. He has recorded, toured,
and produced over 40 records for artists
across Canada, working for labels such
as Paper Bag Records, Universal Canada,
and Arts & Crafts.
Growing up as a part of Barrie’s
performance arts community - including
roles in Kempenfelt Community Players,
South Simcoe Theatre, Moving Art, and
Theatre by the Bay’s Young Company
until his departure from theatre in 2013
- he is excited to be back helping create
sincere stories again for the stage.

Production Team
(Not Pictured)

Myekah
PAYNE

Dramaturg

DON’T MISS OUR 20TH
ANNIVERSARY SEASON
June 2022

The Five Points Theatre

Powered by Theatre by the Bay

August 2022

Simcoe St. Theatre (tour)
The Five Points Theatre

Sept. & Oct. 2022

Locations to be announced

www.theatrebythebay.com

Help us tell our
COMMUNITY’
S STORIES
For Theatre by the Bay to
develop new work based on the
community’s stories, we need the
help of the community. Please
consider making a donation so
that we can share local stories and
employ local artists.
Tap below
theatrebythebay.com

Special
THANKS
INDIVIDUALS
Gwyn Beaver
Dawn Cain
Janie Cooper-Wilson
Brad Hammond
Ope Okonkwo
Jennifer Pottinger
Maria Christina Varano
Roger Robinson — CHS Productions

COMPANIES
South Simcoe Theatre
Kempenfelt Community Players

SPONSORS
tap to visit sponsors
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Rhubarb Media

